Two opening approaches for the SLF

Pre-observation:

	SLF:  “I have been taking a class that is having me use some new techniques in my classroom to help my students learn better.  One of the class’s requirements is that we have other teachers observe us using the techniques so we can talk about them, and I can hear what you thought about what you saw.  I’m not claiming to be an expert, but I have been experimenting with some techniques that are interesting to see in action.  This semester we have been exploring different ways to involve students in our lessons’ objectives…”
	SLF:  “Our school is participating in a new program this year.  I am being trained in some interesting classroom techniques, then working with other teachers to find ways to creatively make these techniques work with my students and teaching style.  When the school agreed to participate, we also agreed to have fellow teachers come and observe me using the techniques so that discussion could follow.   We have now completed our work on the first of four techniques; this single technique is what I am asking you to observe and discuss afterwards...”


	Role of SLF during
pre- and post-observation discussion

Sharer, not trainer

Checklist distributor

Discussion facilitator
	Role of Admin during
pre- and post-observation discussion

Supporter & Organizer

Follow-up designer
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guiding principle  for what you might want to talk about.

          Students learn most effectively when they know the goals or objectives of a specific lesson or learning activity.  This makes intuitive sense. If students are aware of an intended outcome, they know what to focus on.  When setting objectives, the teacher simply gives students a target for their learning.  However, objectives can be written in a number of formats and used in different ways.





--Robert J. Marzano





Classroom Instruction that Works
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These examples come from The Understanding by Design Handbook by Wiggins and McTighe.

The “Honeycomb”  (a.k.a. the Six Facets of Understanding)









The “Honeycomb”  (a.k.a. the Six Facets of Understanding)



 “I Can” Statements Worksheet

Step #1:  Write “I can…” in front of the standard being worked on in class:  [Example “I can share ideas and information in a small group.” E/LA 10.1.3]

Step #2:  If necessary, simplify the language so that it makes sense to your students:  [Example “I can show good sharing skills  when we meet as a small group.”]

Step #3:  Brainstorm 3 – 10 smaller “I can’s…” that will need to be the stepping stones that take your students to the BIG “I can…” you’ve created from the standard.:  

[Examples:  1.  I can stay on topic when I talk; 2. I can share my feelings and ideas; 3. I can respect others’ ideas and feelings; 4.I can build on others’ ideas; 5.I can invite others into the discussion.]
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Connecting Essential Question:  A question that requires students to link to previously learned knowledge, or to an on-going theme.  (example:  What is learning?)

Processing Essential Question:  A question that requires students to link new knowledge to previously known knowledge.  (example:  How are essential questions intended to improve learning?)

Transforming Essential Question:  A question that challenges students to think about how they will use newly learned knowledge.  (example:  How do you see essential questions being used in your classroom, with your style of learning?)

___________________________________________________________________________

Standard/Learning Topic:_____________________________________________________________

Connecting Question:

Processing Question:

Transforming Question:


How do you currently share lesson objectives and goals with students?

Here’s how our learning team took these general ideas for posting objectives and creatively made them our own:

Perspective Question:





Application Question:





Interpretation Question:





Empathy Question:





Self-Knowledge Question:





Explanation Question:





What could we serve as healthy but tasty snacks for a class party?





Cheat Sheet:


Explanation:  Question whose answer requires accurate explaining theories and knowledge.


Interpretation:  Question whose answer requires interpreting concepts to prove understanding.


Application:  Question whose answer requires using knowledge in a new situation or diverse context.


Perspective:  Question whose answer requires shifting critical points of view.


Empathy: Question whose answer requires identifying with another person’s feelings and worldview.


Self-Knowledge:  Question whose answer requires using wisdom of one’s own ignorance and/or pattern of thought to prove understanding.





Application Question:





Perspective Question:





Self-Knowledge Question:





Empathy Question:





Interpretation Question:





Explanation Question:
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What does the popularity of fast foods say about modern life in the United States?





What is meant by a balanced diet?





How might it feel to live with a dietary restriction caused by a medical condition?





Do the food pyramid guidelines apply in other regions, such as the Middle East, Asia, and Antarctica?





To what extent are you a healthy eater?
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