Instructions for making/using this template:

1. Page 2 of this document is the only page you will need to print when the time comes to make your observation checklist template.  After you are done following these instructions, you will only need to print page 2 to run off.

2. On page 2 of this handout, change all the blue fields before printing.  The blue fields can be changed by clicking right on them and typing in appropriate information.  Don’t worry if they are blue when you print page 2; they will come out as dark gray.

a. The [date field] needs to be filled in with the appropriate date(s) when your observation(s) will happen.

b. The [checklist fields] need to be taken from pages 3-6 of this document; feel free to use the “other” option if your method isn’t listed on pages 3-6, but don’t just type “other” into the field; give your observers something concrete to look for.

3. Print page 2 after the 9 [blue fields] have been changed.  Xerox the one-page form for those attending your pre-discussion meeting.  Ask them to bring the sheet with them while they observe.

4. Encourage participants to use the question/comment space to record burning thoughts and ideas as they observe.

Observation: What to look-for

Observation date(s): MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type date(s)]
This observation asks you to observe one teacher’s use of essential understandings with the students.  Use of essential understandings involves: sharing the lesson or unit objective(s) with the students, having students monitor their progress towards reaching the objective, and monitoring the students’ progress to make informed decisions about the quality of learning.  Please refer to each of the four boxes below while participating in the observation.  

	Box #1 Topic:  The essential understandings for this lesson/unit are visible to the students.

· Where did you see the essential understanding for this lesson?

____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
· Comments/Questions:


	Box #2 Topic:  The essential understandings for this lesson/unit are written in student-friendly language.

· How was it evident that the essential question was written with the student in mind?

____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
· Comments/Questions:

	Box #3 Topic:  Students regularly interact with the essential understanding statements as the lesson/unit progresses.

· How did the students interact with the essential understanding of the lesson?

____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
· Comments/Questions:


	Box #4 Topic:  The teacher monitors and records student interaction with the essential understanding.

· How did the teacher monitor the students’ understanding of the essential understanding?

____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
____ MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here to type option from checklist]
· Comments/Questions:


Observation Element 1 (For Box #1)

The Essential Understandings are physically visible to students

· Posted on charts/posters, bulletin boards, word walls
· Posted on PowerPoint

· Posted on white board/chalkboard

· Outline form on unit syllabus

· Student-use forms

· Overhead transparency EUs
· On binders (student and/or teacher)

· Rubric check-off

· Essential Understandings posted and dates recorded

· On homework

· Sticky Notes or index cards or tent cards
· Written on book covers

· Class web page

· Top of handouts and/or assignment sheets

· Graphic Organizers with EUs
· Interactive bulletin boards

· Newsletters to Parents
· Written on assessment tools
· Other:

· Other:

· Other:

Observation Element 2 (For Box #2)

Essential Understandings are written for student use

· Focus on real life application

· Emphasized connection to self

· Overtly tied into lessons

· Simple grade level appropriate language

· Students don’t have to ask what the EU means

· Students helped write Essential Understandings

· Students use EUs to evaluate their own learning

· Students’ attention is focused by the EU

· As part of KWL chart

· Students restate or rewrite in own words 
· Students asked to prove “You Can”

· “I Can” statements developed from Honeycombs
· Older students re-write standards for lower grades
· Rewritten into creative genres (poems, rap, etc.)
· Other:
· Other:

· Other:

Observation Element 3 (For Box #3)

Students interact regularly with Essential Understandings during learning

· Students self-track progress

· Students can recite EUs without looking

· Self-monitoring with teacher conference

· Used for unit and/or test review

· Poster for class presentations

· Exit Passes/tickets used as proof of learning

· “I can” exit passes

· Posting a vocabulary target list

· Students brainstorm in small groups for application

· Students check each other on “I Can” Statements

· Self-graded rubric

· Peer editing or evaluation

· Think-Pair-Share

· Lessons Use

-Preview lesson with EU 
-During Lesson with EU
-Post lesson with EU
· Students generate questions

· Students respond in journals

· “I Know” statements

· Student self-assessment

· Other:

· Other:

· Other:

Observation Element 4 (For Box #4)

Teacher monitors and records student interactions with Essential Understandings

· Anecdotal Records

· Better quiz/test/homework results?
· Journal checks
· Check Lists

· Recording 1-2-3 responses

· Analyzing/graphing student data

· Collection of student work

· Sticker Chart

· Discussion participation

· Exit Pass checks
· Graphing (progressive)

· Pre-Mid-Final Test

· Web assessment

· Fist to 5 (checklist or count)

· Affinity Charts

· Consens-O-Gram

· Portfolio checks

· Peer Teaching

· Students know which EU goes with which curriculum aream

· Other:

· Other:

· Other:

